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Let's take a real look at thePlight” of the California farm worker! 


Rez NOW a number of groups and organizations have 
become interested in ...“doing something about the plight 
of the farm worker.” 

‘To these groups, responsible farmers, growers and ranchers 
throgghout California say...“comgratalationsP’, Congratulations 
for recognizing a problem which forward-thinking growers have 
been concerned about for years. 

It must be remembered that responsible farmers throughout 
Califomia are doing everything within their power to pay the 
highest possible wages... provide the best possible housing... 
insure the best possible working conditions and continuity of 
employment for their true, qualified American farm workers and 
their families. 

And California farmers are more than willing to carry their 
share of the vesponsibility which bas finally been recognized by 
these various groups as one belonging to all of society... the social 
responsibility of caring for the weak... the needy... the helpless 
«+-the near unemployable! 


Here are some facts to consider: 


‘The true migrant worker... the qualified professional and his 
iamily, need no sympathy. And they want none. 

These are the workers who are always in demand. 

Why? 

Because they deliver a faic day's work for a fair and equitable 
day's wages; wages which California farmers are more than will- 
ing to pay as is proven by the fact that farmers in California pay 
among the highest agricultural wages in the United States! 

What's more... becanse we produce over 200 separate crops 
here in California... there is always 2 good-paying agricultural 
job for these gudlified workers in any one of our many vital agri- 
cultural areas throughout the state, 

No... the qualified worker needs no sympathy. He's frankly 
too busy making good money to play on the heart-strings of the 
general public and the legislators for sympathy or assistance. 
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It's the other segment of the work force” which needs the com- 
bined sympatiy and understanding of the community! 

Although they are also referred to as “farm workers,” this is the 
group of largely uneducated, unskilled, and, too often, unemploy- 
able people who have been with mankind since the dawn of history. 

These are the people whom industry will not...and cannot... 
hire, 


‘These are the people whom govemment agencies will act 


So who does society feel should provide employment for these 
people?... The Farmer, 

While some kinds of farm work can provide the last hope for 
these people to make a living, it does not necessarily follow that 
they are qualified farm workers. 

Agriculture sequites many skills, too. But, because agriculture 
cannot mect the competition of factory wages, farmers must often 
accept the less efficient, the often undesirable worker. And he must 
pay them on the basis of their productivity. 

So, in the finab analysis ...agricalture is what keeps these people 
from total dependence on social welfare. 

That's why we're so delighted to have so many other groups 
express interest and concem in the plight of these people. We're 
doing what we can for them...and we will continue to carry our 
share of the overall burden. 

At the same time, we are h: to see some other members of 
the commnnity assume their share of the responsibility, too. 

In the meantime, we'll continue to take care of our workers. 
Aside from the good wages which they can eam... wages paid 
for the most part on the basis of their productivity... they are also 
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compensation...sound governing farmer-provided housing 
and sanitation facilities... rcalistic and rigidly enforced on-the-job 
safety regulations... motor vehicle and transportation laws .. . to 
name just 2 few. 
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In addition, responsible growers throughout th 
ing out plans to extend reasonable fringe be 
bealth, life, surgical and medical care for all of ta a workers 
-+.equal coverage for toeir fzmilies torough "yy low-cost 
contributions... and ¢ number of otber realistic, grower-initiated 
programs. 


And, just to set the record straight...here 
are two more facts you should know! 


1. No American farm worker is competing with foreign workers 
for jobs. : 

They can’t. Under the regulations of Public Law 78...the 
Mexican National or Bracero Program... the American workers 
get first crack at all farm jobs. 

Foreign workers are brought in strictly as 2 supplementary work 
force. They. must be paid the same wages as American workers 
receive...and they must give up their jobs to any qualified Ameri- 
can worker who comes into an area where Braceros are employed 
and wants to fill a job currently filled by a foreign worker. 

2. No American farm worker is deprived of bargaining rights 
++. nor is he deprived of the right to join 2 union! 

The primary reason growers have not recognized the so-called 
farm labor unions is simply this...the majority of the farm 
workers haven't recognized them either! 

This does not mean that the worker can’t join 2 union if he 
wants to. Nor does it mean that the worker his no bargaining 
power with his employer. 

He's 2 free individual who can...end does...make up his 
own mind! 

And, frankly... that’s the way it should be! 

One in @ series of messages devoted to belping create @ better 
understanding between the general public and agricelterdl com- 
munities of California, 
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